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Chapter1:RiseofNationalisminEurope

Discuss

Question1.Explainwhatismeantbythe1848revolutionofthe

liberals.Whatwerethepolitical,socialandeconomicideas

supportedbytheliberals?

Answer:The1848revolutionwasledbytheeducatedmiddle

classesalongwiththepoor,unemployedstarvingpeasantsand

workersinEurope.IncertainpartsofEuropesuchasGermany,

Italy,PolandandtheAustro-HungarianEmpire,menandwomen

oftheliberalmiddleclassescametogethertopushtheir

demandsforthecreationofnation-statesbasedon

parliamentaryprinciples.

Thepolitical,socialandeconomicideassupportedbythe

liberalswere:

Politically,theydemandedconstitutionalismwithnational

unification.Theywantedthecreationofanation-statewitha

writtenconstitutionandparliamentaryadministration.

Socially,theywantedtoridsocietyofitsclass-basedpartialities

andbirthrights.Serfdomandbondedlabourhadtobeabolished.



Economically,theywantedfreedomofmarketsandrightto

property.Abolitionofstateimposedrestrictionsonthe

movementsofgoodsandcapital.

Question2.Choosethreeexamplestoshowthecontributionof

culturetothegrowthofnationalisminEurope.

Answer:Threeexamplestoshowthecontributionofcultureto

thegrowthofnationalisminEuropeare:

Romanticismwasaculturalmovementwhichsoughttodevelopa

particularformofnationalistsentiment.Romanticartistsand

poetsfocusedonemotions,intuitionandmysticalfeelingsas

theireffortwastocreateasenseofasharedcollectiveheritage,

acommonculturalpast,asthebasisofanation.

Folksongs,dancesandpoetrywereregardedasthetruespirit

ofthenation.Socollectingandrecordingthedifferentformsof

folkculturewasimportantforbuildingthenational

consciousness.

Thelanguagealsoplayedanimportantroleindeveloping

nationalistsentiments.AfterRussianinvasion,thePolish

languagewasforcedoutofschoolsandtheRussianlanguage

wasimposedeverywhere.Afterthefailureofanarmedrebellion

againstRussianrulein1831,manymembersoftheclergyin

Polandbegantouselanguageasaweaponofnational

resistance.didsobyrefusingtopreachinRussian,andbyusing

PolishforChurchgatheringsandreligiousinstruction.Asaresult,

alargenumberofpriestsandbishopswereputinjailorsentto



SiberiabytheRussianauthoritiesaspunishmentfortheir

refusaltopreachinRussian.TheuseofPolishcametobeseen

asasymbolofthestruggleagainstRussiandominanceand

helpedspreadthemessageofnationalunity.

Question3.Throughafocusonanytwocountries,explainhow

nationsdevelopedoverthenineteenthcentury.

Answer:ThedevelopmentoftheGermanandItaliannation-

statesinthenineteenthcentury.

UnificationofGermanywiththehelpofArmy:In1848,an

attemptwasmadetounitedifferentregionsoftheGerman

Confederationintoanation-stategovernedbyanelected

parliament.However,thisliberalinitiativewasrepressedbythe

combinedforcesofthemonarchyandthemilitary,whowere

supportedbythelargelandownersofPrussia.Thereafter,

Prussiatookontheleadershipofthemovementfornational

unification.ThreewarsoversevenyearswithAustria,Denmark

andFranceendedinPrussianvictoryandcompletedtheprocess

ofunification.InJanuaryI871,thePrussianking,WilliamI,was

proclaimedastheGermanemperorinaceremonyheldat

Versailles.

UnificationofItalybyaprincelyhouse:Inthemiddleofthe19th

century,Italywasdividedintosevenstates.Ofthese,only

Sardinia-PiedmontwasruledbyanItalianprincelyhouse.The

northwasundertheAustrian-HabsburgEmpire,thecentrewas

ruledbythePopewhilethesouthernregionsweredominatedby



theBourbonkingsofFrance.Also,theItalianlanguagehadmany

regionaland

localvariations.Inthe1830s,GiuseppeMazzinisoughtto

formulateacoherentprogrammeforaunitaryItalianrepublic

andalsohadestablishedasecretsocietycalledYoungItalyfor

thefulfillmentofhisgoals.Therevolutionaryuprisingsin1831

and1848largelyfailed.Thus,theresponsibilityofunitingItalian

stateswasnowonKingVictorEmmanuelIIofSardinia-Piedmont.

TheChiefMinisterofItaly,Cavourledthemovementtounifythe

regionsofItaly.Hewasabletoconcludeadiplomaticalliance

withFrance.Also,Sardinia-Piedmontsucceededindefeatingthe

Austrianforcesin1859.Apartfromregulartroops,alarge

numberofarmedvolunteers,undertheleadershipofGiuseppe

Garibaldi,alsojoinedthemovement.In1860,thesetroops

marchedintosouthItalyandthekingdomofTwoSicilies.These

areaswereliberatedandlaterjoinedwithSardinia.In1870,

RomewasvacatedbyFranceanditbecameapartofSardinia.

Finally,Italywasunifiedin1871.

Question4.HowwasthehistoryofnationalisminBritainunlike

therestofEurope?

Answer:ThehistoryofnationalisminBritainunliketherestof

Europebecause:

InBritaintheformationofthenation-statewasnottheresultof

asuddenupheavalorrevolution.Itwastheresultofalong-

drawn-outprocess.TherewasnoBritishnationpriortothe



eighteenthcentury.

TheprimaryidentitiesofthepeoplewhoinhabitedtheBritish

Isleswereethnicones–suchasEnglish,Welsh,ScotorIrish.

TheActofUnion(1707)betweenEnglandandScotlandthat

resultedintheformationofthe‘UnitedKingdomofGreat

Britain’meant,ineffect,thatEnglandwasabletoimposeits

influenceonScotland.TheBritishparliamentwashenceforth

dominatedbyitsEnglishmembers.ThegrowthofaBritish

identitymeantthatScotland’sdistinctivecultureandpolitical

institutionsweresystematicallysuppressed.

TheCatholicclansthatinhabitedtheScottishHighlandssuffered

terriblerepressionwhenevertheyattemptedtoasserttheir

independence.TheScottishHighlanderswereforbiddentospeak

theirGaeliclanguageorweartheirnationaldress,andlarge

numberswereforciblydrivenoutoftheirhomeland

Question5.WhydidnationalisttensionsemergeintheBalkans?

Answer:TheBalkanswasaregionofethnicandgeographical

variationscomprisingthemodern-dayAlbania,Greece,Romania,

Bulgaria,Macedonia,Croatia,Bosnia,Slovenia,Serbia,

HerzegovinaandMontenegro.AlargepartoftheBalkanswas

underthecontroloftheOttomanEmpire.Thespreadofthe

ideasofromanticnationalismintheBalkanstogetherwiththe

disintegrationoftheOttomanEmpiremadethisregionvery

explosive.AllthroughthenineteenthcenturytheOttoman

Empirehadsoughttostrengthenitselfthroughmodernisation



andinternalreformsbutwithverylittlesuccess.TheBalkan

peoplesbasedtheirclaimsforindependenceorpoliticalrights

onnationalityandusedhistorytoprovethattheyhadoncebeen

independentbuthadsubsequentlybeensubjugatedbyforeign

powers.HencetherebelliousnationalitiesintheBalkans

thoughtoftheirstrugglesasattemptstowinbacktheirlong-lost

independence


